Formal Essay Outline


   Introduction Paragraph (4 - 6 sentences) TATAT:
Theme Statement: Brief Background information on the plot and major themes/ ideas of the text this should link smoothly to the next part, thesis

Attention-Grabber: Catchy, broad opening sentence

Title: mention the title of the work
Author: mention the author of the work
Thesis: the main point, assertion, claim you will prove in this essay Background information on any major characters/ items that will be discussed in your essay
Supporting Body Paragraph 1 ( 8 - 10 sentences total)

Topic Sentence – One supporting point that helps prove your thesis which this paragraph will discuss

Evidence 1a – a quote/ paraphrase from the text (with lead-in and page #) that proves your point 

Commentary on your evidence (dig into the subtext…what is really going on?) 

More commentary (how does it prove your topic sentence? Why?)

Evidence 1b – a quote/ paraphrase from the text (with lead-in and page #) that proves your point

Commentary on your evidence (dig into the subtext…what is really going on?) 

More commentary (how does it prove your topic sentence? Why?)

       Concluding Sentence – Bring this body paragraph to a close (how does this whole body paragraph help     

                                prove your major thesis?)

Body Paragraph # 2 ( 8 - 10 sentences)

Topic Sentence – One supporting point that helps prove your thesis which this paragraph will discuss

Evidence 2a – a quote/ paraphrase from the text (with lead-in and page #) that proves your point 

Commentary on your evidence (dig into the subtext…what is really going on?) 

More commentary (how does it prove your topic sentence? Why?)

Evidence 2b – a quote/ paraphrase from the text (with lead-in and page #) that proves your point

Commentary on your evidence (dig into the subtext…what is really going on?) 

More commentary (how does it prove your topic sentence? Why?)

       Concluding Sentence – Bring this body paragraph to a close (how does this whole body paragraph help     

                                prove your major thesis?)

Body Paragraph # 3 ( 8 - 10 sentences)

Topic Sentence – One supporting point that helps prove your thesis which this paragraph will discuss

Evidence 3a – a quote/ paraphrase from the text (with lead-in and page #) that proves your point 

Commentary on your evidence (dig into the subtext…what is really going on?) 

More commentary (how does it prove your topic sentence? Why?)

Evidence 3b – a quote/ paraphrase from the text (with lead-in and page #) that proves your point

Commentary on your evidence (dig into the subtext…what is really going on?) 

More commentary (how does it prove your topic sentence? Why?)

       Concluding Sentence – Bring this body paragraph to a close (how does this whole body paragraph help     

                                prove your major thesis?)

Conclusion Paragraph (4 - 6 sentences)

-Review major points from each body paragraph

-Remind reader of your major thesis (without repeating it word-for-word)

-Bring essay to a close, tie back to your catchy intro sentence
I. Introduction Paragraph (3 - 6 sentences)

Theme Statement:

________________________________________________________________________________________

Background information: 
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Main arguments / claims in individual sentences:

1._______________________________________________________________________________________

2._______________________________________________________________________________________

3._______________________________________________________________________________________

Thesis Statement – the main point you will prove in this essay

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
II. Body Paragraph # 1 ( 8 - 10 sentences)

A.  Topic Sentence – One sub point that helps prove your thesis

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
B. 1st Concrete Detail – a quote or piece of evidence from the text that proves your subpoint

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Elaboration:

1._______________________________________________________________________________________

2._______________________________________________________________________________________

C. 2nd Concrete Detail – another, different quote or evidence from the text that proves your subpoint

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Elaboration:

1._______________________________________________________________________________________

2._______________________________________________________________________________________


Restate Thesis
________________________________________________________________________________________
III. Body Paragraph # 2 ( 8 - 10 sentences)

A.  Topic Sentence – One sub point that helps prove your thesis

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
B. 1st Concrete Detail – a quote or piece of evidence from the text that proves your subpoint

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Elaboration:

1._______________________________________________________________________________________

2._______________________________________________________________________________________

D. 2nd Concrete Detail – another, different quote or evidence from the text that proves your subpoint

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Elaboration:

1._______________________________________________________________________________________

2._______________________________________________________________________________________

Restate Thesis
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

IV. Body Paragraph # 2 ( 8 - 10 sentences)

A.  Topic Sentence – One sub point that helps prove your thesis

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
B.  1st Concrete Detail – a quote or piece of evidence from the text that proves your subpoint

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Elaboration:

1._______________________________________________________________________________________

2._______________________________________________________________________________________

E. 2nd Concrete Detail – another, different quote or evidence from the text that proves your subpoint

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Elaboration:

1._______________________________________________________________________________________

2._______________________________________________________________________________________

Restate Thesis
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

V. Conclusion Paragraph (5 - 6 sentences)

Restatement of Major Thesis Statement 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
Review of major points in individual sentences:

1._______________________________________________________________________________________

2._______________________________________________________________________________________
3._______________________________________________________________________________________

Profound Statement: ________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

