 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Canadian and International Law (CLN 4U):
Independent Study Project 

The independent study in this course is divided into two sections: the research paper and the seminar.   

Your Task:
The  purpose  of this assignment is to examine a current legal topic with the intent of identifying and understanding related issues to it, particularly as a comparison between Canadian and International law.   Your research will compare the legalities of the topic and related issues in Canada to the legalities of it in one other nation-state. You may also choose to focus on a specific aspect of law in relation to the country and the international community.
The Process: 

The research process requires the completion of three phases.
Phase 1: 
The Proposal


Make a written submission that includes the following:

1. The topic for Comparison

2. The reasons for choosing your topic

3. The scope and limits within which your topic will be researched, including: time frame, geographical location/country of comparison)

4. Preliminary research (textbook, encyclopedia, internet sites, books, magazines)

5. A tentative thesis




Value: 20 marks (Thinking)



Due Date: December 9, 2016
Phase 2: 
The Research Interview
You will present your research material and notes to the teacher.  This interview requires:

1. A minimum of six sources (primary sources, books, periodicals, documents, published papers, reputable internet sites, encyclopedias, Criminal Code).
· At least TWO of the sources MUST be from a novel

2. A proper bibliography of your sources

3. Research information on your 6 key sources organized and recorded in your own words. 



Value: 100 marks (Knowledge = 50, Application = 50)



Due Date: January 9, 2016
Phase 3: 
Draft Introduction & Body Paragraph Organization
The final component of the research requires you to complete and submit a draft introduction for your research paper.  Your introduction should introduce your reader to the topic, briefly outline the major points you intend to use in the organization of your essay and to help clarify the scope of your essay.  Most importantly, it must state your thesis or position on the topic clearly and unequivocally.  The introduction should be 1-2 paragraphs in length.

The body paragraphs must separate your body points mentioned in the introduction and be organized in such a manner that supports your thesis and the solid research done in the process phases.  You must hand in point-form organization of these body paragraphs including the topic sentence for each and a list of areas to be covered.   Each point-form list should indicate which sources and areas of research that are to be used to support the thesis.

The conclusion will be completed and handed in with the final draft.  It does not need to be submitted in this phase.



Value = 30 marks (Thinking  = 30, Application = 20)



Due Date: January 13, 2016
The Final Essay:
(

/100 marks)

After completing the research process phases, you will submit an essay between 4-8 pages in length (1000-2000 words).  It must be written in third person narrative.  It must follow the principles of English composition (Intro, Body, Conclusion) and the bulk of the essay in YOUR OWN words.  Sources must be properly sited in Chicago Style format. There will be a lesson taught on each area of the process of the essay.


The essay must be Times New Roman 12 point font, double spaced and submitted on time. 

Final Draft Due Date: January 18, 2016
Knowledge = 

30 marks

Thinking = 

20 marks

Communication = 
50 marks

Independent Study and Research Paper

Suggested Topics
Constitutional Law/Human Rights:

$ 
Freedom of Religion

$ 
Freedom of Expression

$ 
Freedom of Peaceful Assembly & Association

$ 
Democratic Rights

$ 
Mobility Rights

$ 
Legal Rights (sanctity of the person)

$ 
Legal Rights related to criminal procedures (e.g. arrest, search and seizure, defenses, trials, sentencing, etc.)

$ 
Equality rights related to gender

$ 
Equality rights related to Native status and peoples

$ 
Equality rights and Quebec separatism

$ 
Affirmative Action

$ 
Slave labour 

$ 
Child labour and exploitation

$ 
Native rights - self-determination of indigenous people

Criminal Law:

$ 
Legal rights (sanctity of the person)

$ 
Legal rights related to criminal procedure (e.g. arrest, search and seizure, defenses, trials and sentencing)

$ 
Definition of crime

$ 
Purpose of criminal law

$ 
Defenses

$ 
Law enforcement

$ 
Role of courts in administering justice

$ 
Trial procedures

$ 
Sentencing

$ 
How are young offenders treated according to the law?

International Law

$ 
Achieving international peace and security

$ 
Peace keeping

$ 
Globalization and international trade

$ 
The role of non-governmental organizations and their impact on international law

$ 
Sovereignty - is it effective? Conflicts (Canadian Arctic, Quebec separatism, Palestine/Israeli conflict, Hawaii, etc.)

$ 
diplomatic immunity

$ 
How are common areas of the world governed (e.g. oceans, Antarctic, space, etc.)

$ 
universal declaration of human rights

$ 
UN millennium development goals

$ 
international aid

$ 
the economic global crisis

$ 
laws regarding who may immigrate (the classes and who qualifies)

$ 
goals of immigration policy

$ 
process of immigration

$ 
permanent resident status and how it is obtained

$ 
definition of ‘refugee’, who qualifies, how they get entry, and problems encountered

$ 
how to obtain citizenship

Labour Law

$ 
unions vs. management

$ 
ensuring the protection of work conditions

$ 
child labour

$ 
globalization and impact on labour exploitation of third world nations

$ 
rights of employees

$ 
rights of employers
Environmental Law

$ 
are standards for environmental protection satisfactory

$ 
laws related to corporations vs. individuals

$ 
Kyoto protocol

$ 
Are environmental laws effective? How can they be better?
Other

$ 
family laws

$ 
property laws

$ 
estate laws

$ 
corporate laws (e.g. advertising)

Independent Study Project - Presentation

Your presentation will be worth the remainder of your mark.  On your assigned presentation date, you will complete a 10 minute presentation that will teach and engage your classmates in the area that you studied.  You will not allowed read for this presentation.
You will then be responsible for leading your question and answer session, which will take place following the presentation.

Note: You will also be assigned the task of participating for two other student’s presentations (answering questions).  You will be evaluated on the quality of the questions you ask as well.  

Application (presentation): 

/25
Thinking/Inquiry (Questions):
/25
Communication (memorization):
/25

Knowledge (information)

/25

