Citizen’s Handbook

Task:

Students will demonstrate an understanding of a variety of current events, analyze media sources, and develop opinions on relevant issues. They will also assemble their information in a manner that is creative, attractive, and easy to understand.

The Assignment:

1) You must collect six (6) print articles (each describing a different issue) throughout the course.

a. Two (2) must relate to local issues (something to do with London or the surrounding area)

b. Two (2) must relate to provincial or national issues (Ontario or Canada)

c. Two (2) must relate to international issues (World)

2) Each article must include a summary template of the issue, in your own words. A copy of this template is attached to this document.

3) Select one (1) article that interests you the most. Type a 500 word report describing your opinion on the subject of the article. Your paper should include the following information:

a. Did the article show both sides of the issue?

b. What information do you think was missing from the article?

c. How did the author’s choice of words try to influence your opinion?

4) Assemble all articles, summaries and the report into a handbook (use a binder, duotang or folder).  Be sure to be aware of the submission date and criteria for this assignment.

If you have any questions about this assignment, be sure to ask your teacher.

Citizen’s Handbook: Newspaper Article Summary Template

Complete this template for each of your newspaper article summaries. You must include a printed copy of the article to which you are referring. 

Title of Article:

Author & Source:

Date:

Subject of the article/Overall topic:

Significance (explain why this issue is important and whom it may affect):
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Citizens Handbook Rubric

	
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1

	Articles & Summaries

Student selected articles that are about appropriate issues.

Articles are labeled with the source (i.e. Globe and Mail) and the date.

Student included summaries.

(K)

/4
	6 articles that relate well

All

Completed in detail


	6 articles & most relate 

Most

All are complete
	A few articles out of place

Some

A few summaries incomplete
	Many missing or not relevant

Incomplete

Information missing for many summaries

	Opinion Paper

Student identifies and relates to the topic.

Student uses examples from the article.

Paper is organized.

(A)

/4
	Well

Uses 3 examples 

Well organized and clear
	Considerable

Uses 2 examples

Good organization
	Somewhat

Uses 1 example

Some confusion & disorganization
	Limited

No example included

Unorganized & Confusing

	Handbook Design

The handbook is organized.

The cover reflects Canadian current events.

(C)

/2
	Very well & easy to interpret

Clearly
	Well  & most criteria satisfied

Reflects issues


	Somewhat, but some missing

Some relevant topics
	Shows little sign of thoughtful planning

Does not address citizenship issues


