Irony
What is Irony?
In general, irony involves a contradiction between appearance and reality. In literature, irony is a deliberate gap between the language used and what is being discussed. Irony results when there is a difference in point of view between a character and the narrator or reader. There are four major types of irony: verbal, dramatic, situational, and cosmic. 

Four Major Types of Irony: 
1. Verbal Irony. Verbal irony refers to spoken words only. Verbal irony occurs when a character says one thing, but suggests or intends the opposite. The contrast is between what the speaker says and what he actually means. For example, in Julius Caesar, Mark Antony repeats the words "and Brutus is an honorable man" in the famous “Friends, Romans, countrymen” speech. Mark Antony’s meaning, however, is that Brutus is completely dishonorable because Brutus, Caesar’s best friend, joined the other conspirators and plunged a knife into Caesar’s chest.

Note: Verbal irony may be confused with sarcasm, but sarcasm is harsh and direct, while verbal irony is implied.

2. Dramatic Irony. Dramatic irony involves more than just spoken words. Dramatic irony occurs when the meaning intended by a character's words or actions is opposite of the true situation. The contrast is between what the character says, thinks, or does and the true situation. Further, the character cannot see or understand the contrast, but the audience or reader can. For example, in Othello, dramatic irony occurs when Othello refers to Iago as “honest Iago.” Unknown to Othello, Iago is a villain who deceives him into thinking that Desdemona (Othello’s wife) has been unfaithful. For this, Othello unjustly kills his wife, believing the whole time in Iago’s honesty. 

Note the difference in examples for verbal and dramatic irony: Antony calls Brutus “honorable” and knows he is not honorable, while Othello calls Iago “honest” and does not know of Iago’s deceit. 

3. Situational Irony. Situational irony defies logical cause/effect relationships and justifiable expectations. For example, if a greedy millionaire were to buy a lottery ticket and win additional millions, the irony would be situational because such a circumstance cannot be explained logically. Such a circumstance seems “unfair.” This sense of being “unfair” or “unfortunate” is a trademark of situational irony. Because people cannot explain the unfairness, it causes them to question whether or not the world makes sense.

4. Cosmic Irony (or Irony of Fate). Some irony goes beyond being unfair and is morally tragic. Such irony is often so severe that it causes people to question God and see the universe as hostile. For example, if an honest, hardworking, and generous person buys a lottery ticket and wins ten million dollars, only to die in an auto crash two days later, the irony would reach tragic proportions. When situational irony reaches this scale, it is often called cosmic irony or irony of fate. Such irony typically suggests that people are pawns to malicious forces. 

Remember: In general, irony involves a contradiction between appearance and reality. In literature, irony is a deliberate gap between the language used and what is being discussed. Irony results when there is a difference in point of view between a character and the narrator or reader. There are four major types of irony: verbal, dramatic, situational, and cosmic. 


Allegory
What is Allegory? 

An allegory is a story that alludes to other literary works or comments on common conditions of life. When a work or its passages are allegorical, they are similar to an event, character or setting in a story that is universally known: a fable, a parable in the Bible, or a Greek myth. Allegories have two levels of narration occurring at the same time: the actual events, characters and setting presented in the story, and the ideas they are intended to convey or the significance they bear.

Three literary forms that you might use when discussing allegory:
· Fable. A fable is a short story, often featuring animals with human traits, to which writers attach morals or explanations.

· Parable. Parables are most often associated with Jesus Christ, who used them in His teachings. They are short narratives that exemplify religious truths or insights.

· Myth. Myths are stories, either short or long, that are often associated with religion and philosophy and with various races and cultures. They embody the social and cultural values of the civilization during which they were written.

When writing about allegory, determine whether all or part of the story is allegorical.

· Sustained allegory. This occurs when a story’s allegory continues throughout the work, from beginning to end. The sole purpose is to convey the dominant idea. The idea is emphasized rather than the story’s actual (literal) details. For example, The Pilgrim’s Progress is a story about Christian’s difficult journey from his home in the City of Destruction to his new home in the Heavenly City. But the main idea is about the rigors and trials of Christian life. 

· Episodic allegory. This occurs when a story contains an allegorical episode or passage. The passage is based on both the actual (literal) events in the story and the allegorical elements. For example, during one scene in the film “Star Wars,” Darth Vader imprisons Luke Skywalker, and Skywalker must exert all his skill and strength to get free and to overcome Vader. This temporary imprisonment signifies those moments of doubt and discouragement that people experience while trying to overcome obstacles. Similar heroic deeds have been represented allegorically in the stories of Jason and the Argonauts and Beowulf and Grendel.

When analyzing allegory, ask yourself the following questions:
· The application of allegory. Does the allegory (fable, parable, myth) refer to anything or anyone specific? Does it refer to an action or particular period of history? Or does the allegory refer to human tendencies or ideas? Does it illustrate, point by point, particular philosophies or religions? If the allegory seems outdated, how much can be applied for people living today?

· The consistency of allegory. Is the allegory maintained consistently throughout the work, or is it intermittently used? Explain and detail this use. 

Do extra reading and research:
To understand allegorical implications in a story, you have to become familiar with the source of the similarities. Allegorical sources include world history, classic works of literature, and archetypal ideas, such as the “quest” or “coming of age.” You might need to use a dictionary, encyclopedia, or other reference book. For example, you would not recognize that the musical “West Side Story” is allegorical unless you were aware of its similarities to a classic work of literature: Romeo and Juliet. Thus, to see certain implications in “West Side Story,” you have to have a general grasp of Shakespeare’s play.

Remember: As long as the similarities are close and consistent, your allegorical interpretations of the story will be valid.

Satire

Satire, as it's traditionally understood, is the ridicule of some vice or imperfection -- an attack on someone or something by making it look ridiculous or worthy of scorn. Satire is defined as the use of sarcasm or irony to attack or ridicule a habit, idea, custom, etc., that is or is considered to be, foolish, wrong etc. 

Satire is defined as "a literary work in which human
vice or folly is attacked through irony, derision, or wit". 

Satire generally tries to rebuke something or an idea to better society.

Although satire is usually funny, it differs from comedy in at least one important way: whereas comic laughter needn't be directed at any particular target, satire
Allusions with a focus on Literary Allusions in Particular

Literary allegory and literary allusion are two techniques that authors, poets, and essayists use in order to enhance a point to a reader. In allegory, abstract qualities are seen and personified into characters. An actual character becomes the quality discussed. In a literary allusion, a reference is made to another work, usually well known. Allusions also are made to famous persons, places, or events. Several pieces of literature contain allegory and allusion, and these devices are found in poetry, essay, and short story. 

Allusion is always indirect. It seeks, by tapping the knowledge and memory of the reader, to secure a resonant emotional effect from the associations already existing in the reader’s mind. The effectiveness of allusion depends on the body of knowledge shared by writer and reader. Complex literary allusion is characteristic of much modern writing, and discovering the meaning and value of the allusions is frequently essential to understanding the work

.

Recognizing an allusion, knowing its original source or context, explaining why the author chose to use the allusion, and being able to discuss the insight gained or effect created by the use of the allusion is essential for a student of literature. To aid you in this learning process you will be required to develop and allusion notebook. Through this process, you will realize that some people, events, and literary words are alluded to over and over. An understanding of these allusions will help you throughout your educational career.

There are five categories of allusions:
· Historical

· Literary

· Biblical

· Popular Culture

· The Arts

The Historical section is subdivided into sections for:

· People 

· Places

· Events

The Literary section is subdivided into sections for:
· Characters

· Settings

· Plot

Although we consider references to the Bible as literary allusions, because of the extensive number of references to the Bible in other literature, Biblical allusions will be in a separate category. 

The Biblical section will be subdivided into:

· Old testament

· New testament

Popular Culture will contain references to:
· Contemporary People

· Places

· Events

· Literary Works 

· Works of Art

The Arts will be subdivided into:
· Music

· Works of Art

· Theatre/Film

Literary allegory and literary allusion both allow a reader to see a different way of approaching a topic. Whether an author is referring to a famous literary work or person, or is making a personal trait into an actual event, allegory and allusion make any type of writing more advanced and interesting. 

Social Commentary

Social commentary is a thoughtful and sometimes opinionated response to "contemporary" events. Generally, contemporary events are newsworthy items of the moment.  Social commentary is oftentimes structured around an argument (i.e. abortion, the death penalty, war, nuclear weapons, etc) and weighs the pros and cons of both sides.  Other times, it simply expresses an argument in favor of an opinion one way or another.  Sometimes, SC simply comments on a particular state of affairs in the current context (i.e. "Where are things now?"--an example could be the war in Iraq--where do things stand?)

Social commentary makes the reader/viewer/listener think abut the current state of their society and make them want to change it or at least think about changing it.  As one might expect, social commentary relies heavily upon irony and satire.

Symbolism
What is a symbol?
A symbol is anything that hints at something else, usually something abstract, such as an idea or belief. A literary symbol is an object, a person, a situation, or an action that has a literal meaning in a story but suggests or represents other meanings. 

Two Types of Symbols:
1. General
A general symbol is universal in its meaning. Even if the symbol were removed from a work of literature, it would still suggest a larger meaning. 

Ex: While the sea symbolizes the universal voyage from life to death in The Odyssey, it retains this association independent from literature. The "sea" is a general symbol.

Ex In poetry, a "rose" often is not only a flower, but also a general symbol for romantic love.

2. Specific 

A specific symbol is not universal in its meaning. It acquires a specific meaning based on how it relates to the content of a novel, poem, etc. The symbol's significance exists only within the context created by the author.

Ex A hunting cap in The Catcher in the Rye has no universal meaning, but within the novel it is worn backwards and symbolizes a looking back at childhood.

Ex: A pair of eyes on a billboard in the Great Gatsby has no universal meaning, but within the story symbolizes the eyes of God watching humanity. 

Tips about Symbols: 
· The story itself must furnish a clue that a detail is to be taken symbolically. Symbols nearly always signal their existence by emphasis, repetition, or position.

· The meaning of a literary symbol must be established and supported by the entire context of the story. The symbol has its meaning in the story, not outside it. 

· To be called a symbol, an item must suggest a meaning different in kind from its literal meaning; a symbol is something more than its class or type.

· A symbol may have more than one meaning. This does not mean that the symbol can mean anything you want it to because possible meanings are always controlled by the context.

Follow These Steps When Writing About Symbolism:
1. ....To do identify a symbol, note if an object seems to 

· appear repeatedly 

· have an unusually vivid quality 

· be described with language conveying much emphasis 

· have more significance than its literal reality would suggest. 

2. Determine symbolic meanings. Carefully examine how the symbol functions in relation to the story. Ask yourself what idea is represented by the symbol.

3. Classify the symbols. Classification may reveal opposite relationships, such as symbols of good and evil, life and death, or eternal and ephemeral. Or symbols may fall into isolated categories, such as destruction, innocence, or sexuality.

4. Classify the meanings of a symbol. Determine how much depth a particular symbol has and classify its possible meanings. While your paper may focus on only one major symbol, you may be able to divide it into two specific meanings and two general meanings.

Remember: A symbol has a literal meaning in a story but suggests or represents other meanings. Not all symbolism is obvious; often it is subtle and indirect. 

Literal and Figurative meanings + an Introduction to Idioms

When writing, sometimes you want to use literal meanings and sometimes you want to use figures of speech.  We are going to discuss the difference between these two types of speech.

Literal meaning- exactly as written.  There are no figures of speech to talk about here.  Everything is written exactly the way it is supposed to be.  The reader reads nothing further into it.

Example:  "Please put your foot down on the ground, Bob." 

This example is demonstrating a person telling Bob to put his foot down on the ground. It means exactly what a person would think it means.

________________________________________________________________________

Figurative meaning-doesn't mean what is written.  Figurative language usually uses similes, metaphors and idioms.

Example:  "Bob, stop being pushed around by your classmates and put your foot down!"

This is an example of the use of idiom.  I am saying, "Stop saying yes," or, "Stop following what someone tells you to do."  Put your foot down.  Say no.

Example #2:  Bob's new shirt was as blue as the ocean.  

This example of figurative language uses a simile.

Example #3:  When it came to playing football, Bob was a tiger.  When it came to doing math, Bob was a turkey.

This example of figurative language uses two metaphors.

________________________________________________________________________

Idioms-special phrases of expression found in language.  These phrases are well known by the language speakers.  These phrases are never literal.

Example:  That test was a piece of cake.

Example #2:  "Good luck Sarah.  Go out there and break a leg!"

Example #3:  The field trip to the zoo was fun enough for the kids, but getting to pet some of the animals while there was icing on the cake.
