CHV 20
Moving a Bill through Parliament

Parliament is responsible for passing or rejecting new legislation. The Prime Minister and
Cabinet direct the civil service to suggest ways to meet the government's legislative agenda. The
civil service resolutions are drafted in the form of a Bill. Cabinet and caucus approve the draft
and often make changes.

1" READING
-no debate
-no discussion
-gives public notice

v COMMITTEE
2" READING -after 2" reading

-MPs debate strengths & weaknesses of Bill -details of Bill studied by small committee,
~open public debate including members from opposition parties

-examines values & politics of the Bill -hearings may be open to public
-Bill changed & improved
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3" READING

-Bill, as changed, is read in the HOC Bill Passed
-MPs vote on it Il Fasse THE SENATE

-most MPs vote in accordance with | -3readings here as well

their party line, some votes are free \ -Bill may be c_hanged (sent back to
rparty 1 v HOC 3rd reading)

Bill Changed -Bill may be passed
-cannot stop a Bill, but can hold it up

Bill NOT
Passed
l Bill Passed
BILL IS DEFEATED
-Bill dies and does not
become law BILL IS LAW

-the Queen (Governor General)
signs the Bill into Law

-Bill now becomes an act of
Parliament




